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Chfford Declines to Testify Before Fulbright Committee Desplte Rusk’q Promise

Secretary of Defense Clark; ant Secretary for Interna-
M. Clifford has declined to ap-' tional Security Affairs.
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Asia or any other part of the:
world.”

The President’s supporters|Mr. Johnson would never sur-
said Rusk had emerged the render any of his constitu-

pear before the

Qigh, Eéa ions Commitige 1n
what m1 ave been a repe-

tition of the televised hearings
with Secretary of State Dean
Rusk.

Rusk had announced at the
Tuesday hearing that. Clifford
would appear next Monday.
He was to testify on military
assistance in the foreign aid,
bill. Rusk also was testifying|
on that bill, in theory, at least.

Clifford, like Rusk, would
have been subjected to ques-
tions on future American pol-
icy in the Vietnam war.

Negotiations for the Clifford
appearance at a public session
had been going on for several
days before Rusk startled the
Committee with a flat state
ment that the Pentagon chief
would appear.

But yesterday, after a Cabi-
net meeting at the White
House, Clifford’s office told
the Committee that the Secre-

or-'

tary was too busy to appear.
Instead, Deputy Secretary.
Paul H. Nitze will testify, along

with Paul C. Warnke, Assist-

The hearing is scheduled for

Several members said they ‘clear Wlm_uer in the two- day
d constituents after confrontation.

Monday but may be pe
because of the death of a
brother of Chairman J, Wil
liam Fulbright (D-Ark.).

The Committee, meanwhile,
continued its hearings on for-
eign aid, with AID Administra-
tor William S. Gaud running
into stiff criticism that his
agency had financed purchases
of “everything from bubble
gum to outboard motors.”

Gaud replied that his agency
has the machinery to recover
any expenditures for ineligible
items.

In the House yesterday, 11
members, including two Demo-
cratic leaders, said in a
speech-making session that
Rusk had convinced the Amer-
ican people of the rightness of
the U.S. position.

“Thank God for Secretary
Rusk,” said Democratiec Whigp
Hale Boggs of Louisiana.

But the biggest round of ap
plause went to Rep. Elforc
Cedersberg (R-Mich.), whc
said, “I'm against letting com
munism take over Southeas

the nationally televised hear-. White House Press Secre-
ing to see how they reacted to|tary George Christian told re-
Rusk’s performance. iporters meanwhile that Rusk
One, Rep. Jim Wright (D-'had defined the President’s'
Tex.), said he had been con-'position “in all particulars”;
cerned that the hearings when he told the Fulbright,
would undermine public mo- commiitee Tuesday: “If more
rale, but that he found the op-itroops are needed (in Viet-
posite was true. \nam) we will, as we have done
Instead, Wright said Ruskkm the past, consult with ap-
had “mcreased their confi-; pmprlate members of Con-
dence ... in the position ofgress.
the United States.” But Christian stressed that

tional powers as head of the
U.S. armed forces.

“The President is going to
be commander in chief,” he
emphasized.

At-the end of the hearings,
Fulbright said that as far as
he could determine, Rusk
meant that the Administration
would confer with Congress
only after the President and
his advisers had reached a de-
cision.

Pressed to clarify whether
the Administration would con-

fer before or after a decision
is made, Christian would only
say, “Let’s stay with what See-
retary Rusk said.”

He added that Mr. Johnson
“has a very fine record of con-
sultation with Congress on
any matters.”
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